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A field survey on nutmeg trees, Myristica species, cultivated in Tidore Islands, North Moluccas, 
was carried out. There are four local names such as Tala Bali’, Tala Tidore’, Tala Tidore panjang’ 
and Tala Maba\ There are three additional kinds of nutmeg trees without special name. 

(Continued from J. Jpn. Bot. 64: 219-223, 1989) 
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1. Pala Bali (Photo 1) 

S?|[i-?x^y+©|||| <!:A/ 

tWfc'Z'hhft, *MX'itSii7~8cm, gfcfr-o 
fe, $145, a-F4i^iS3S£ (5(f|5( £2c 

fc*£t\ mt£<o9m (—ig#']'3<<') xaba. 
aStef^sg^ifc^Lx^U?^, ^fi-xx 
X X + £|H§{;:3|t'>2d, ft# < , l Pil£<, S$14 
cm, ipi7.5cmicjliiJ' a 2d, {|lJM®S^lil°l B X 8 —12 

ftxaba. h#®jg, gi^250mf^igiC^Wt§. 

2. Pala Tidore 
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3. Pala Tidore panjang (Photo 2) 
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< , SSjft21cm f 
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7. Pala (Photo 7) 
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Summary 

A field survey on nutmeg trees, Myristica 
species, cultivated in Tidore Island, North 
Moluccas, was carried out in February 1992. 

There are four local names such as Tala 
Bali’, Tala Tidore’, Tala Tidore panjang’and 
Tala Maba’. 

Tala Bali’ has big globoid fruits and usually 
lanceolate-oblong or ovate seeds. The fruit of 
Tala Tidore’ has two different forms ; one is 
globoid with brown hairs, and the other ellip¬ 
soidal with and without hairs. Tala Tidore 
panjang’ has pear-form fruits without hairs, 
and oblong seeds. The fruit of Tala Maba’also 
has two different forms ; one is glossy brown 
turnip-like and the other ellipsoidal without 
hairs. 

Besides, there are three kinds of nutmeg 
trees, though with no special name, distin¬ 
guished from the above ones : the first has 
greenish white globoid fruits when immature, 
but ellipsoidal ones with thick aril when ma¬ 
ture. The second has spindle-like fruits without 
hairs and lanceolate-oblong seeds with thick 
aril. The third has just the same fruits as ordi¬ 
nary nutmeg but with white aril. 

Nutmeg and mace collected from these plants 
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are various in size, form and taste, and selected 
at trading companies in Ternate for export. 
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Photo. 1. Pala Bali with big fruits comparing with Pala, at Topo. Myristica fragrans. 
Photo. 2. Pala Tidore panjang with pear form fruits included long seeds, at Gurabati. 
Photo. 3. Pala Maba (a) with a turnip-like fruit comparing with Pala. Myristica fragrans. 
Photo. 4. Pala Maba (b) with an ellipsoid fruit, at Gurabati. 
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Photo. 5. 
Photo. 6. 
Photo. 7. 
Photo. 8. 


Pala with greenish white fruits in immature stage, at Gurabunga. 

Pala with a big spindle-like fruit, at Gurabunga. 

Pala with white aril, at Topo. 

Pala nutmeg collected at Erat trading company in Ternate on February 1922 (unselected albumen). 
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